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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the presence 
of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any errors of 
which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1, 5-8, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Pecorino et al., (hereinafter referred to as "Pecorino"). 

Pecorino discloses a mountable television display concealment device capable of 
exposing a television display (Pecorino: figure 1), said concealment device comprising: a rigid 
planar panel with a front face, back face, and two side edges (Pecorino: column 2, lines 15-21); 
at least one support bracket with a front face, back face, and two side edges wherein one of the 
side edges is adapted for securing on a vertical surface (Pecorino: column 2, lines 30-35); 
attachment means capable of fixedly engaging the side edges of the planar panel to one of the 
side edges of each support bracket (Pecorino: column 2, lines 2, lines 64-68); and means for 
pivoting the planar panel up from a first retracted position wherein the planar panel covers the 
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television display to a second extended position wherein the display is visible for viewing 
(Pecorino: column 2, lines 55-62), as in claim 1. 

Regarding claim 5, Pecorino discloses wherein the vertical surface is a wall (Pecorino: 
column 2, lines 63-66), as in the claim. 

Regarding claim 6, Pecorino discloses wherein the vertical surface is a recessed cabinet 
(Pecorino: column 3, lines 25-35), as in the claim. 

Regarding claim 7, Pecorino discloses wherein the vertical surface is a recessed wall 
(Pecorino: column 3, lines 10-23), as in the claim 

Regarding claim 8, Pecorino further including input means for input of weight and size 
data to determine location of position of attachment means (Pecorino: column 2, lines 40-55), as 
in the claim 

Regarding claim 12, Pecorino discloses wherein the pivoting means is a hinge (Pecorino: 
column 2, lines 30-34), as in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2-4, and 9-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 



Pecorino et al., (hereinafter referred to as "Pecorino"). 
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Pecorino discloses a mountable television display concealment device capable of 
exposing a television display (Pecorino: figure 1), said concealment device comprising: a rigid 
planar panel with a front face, back face, and two side edges (Pecorino: column 2, lines 15-21); 
at least one support bracket with a front face, back face, and two side edges wherein one of the 
side edges is adapted for securing on a vertical surface (Pecorino: column 2, lines 30-35); 
attachment means capable of fixedly engaging the side edges of the planar panel to one of the 
side edges of each support bracket (Pecorino: column 2, lines 2, lines 64-68); and means for 
pivoting the planar panel up from a first retracted position wherein the planar panel covers the 
television display to a second extended position wherein the display is visible for viewing 
(Pecorino: column 2, lines 55-62; column 3, lines 50-55), as in claims 2-4. However, Pecorino 
fails to disclose that the front face of the planar panel is comprised of a mirror, or of a piece of 
art, or of a white board, as in claims 2-4. However, Pecorino discloses that the front face of the 
concealment device serves a decorative function (Pecorino: column 3, lines 7-1 1). Given this 
teaching, it would have been obvious for one ordinary skill in the art to incorporate a mirror, 
whiteboard, or piece of art into the Pecorino front face in order to serve the desired decorative 
function while also concealing the display. The Pecorino concealment, now modified to display a 
whiteboard, mirror, or piece or art into the front face, has all of the features of claims 2-4. 

Pecorino discloses a mountable television display concealment device capable of 
exposing a television display (Pecorino: figure 1), said concealment device comprising: a rigid 
planar panel with a front face, back face, and two side edges (Pecorino: column 2, lines 15-21); 
at least one support bracket with a front face, back face, and two side edges wherein one of the 
side edges is adapted for securing on a vertical surface (Pecorino: column 2, lines 30-35); 
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attachment means capable of fixedly engaging the side edges of the planar panel to one of the 
side edges of each support bracket (Pecorino: column 2, lines 2, lines 64-68); and means for 
pivoting the planar panel up from a first retracted position wherein the planar panel covers the 
television display to a second extended position wherein the display is visible for viewing 
(Pecorino: column 2, lines 55-62; column 3, lines 50-55), as in claims 9-11. However, Pecorino 
fails to disclose wherein the attachment device is a gas spring, a linear actuator, or is an electric 
cylinder, as in the claim However, Pecorino discloses using a motor to manipulate a pulley or 
spring loaded system in raising or lowering the cover (Pecorino: column 2, lines 55-65), and one 
of ordinary skill in the art would realize that substituting a gas spring, linear actuator, or electric 
cylinder would be an obvious improvement over the Pecorino system in order to simplify the 
raising/lowering system of Pecorino. The Pecorino concealment, now modified to use gas 
springs, electric cylinders, or linear actuators, has all of features of claims 9-11. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Yamamoto discloses an installation structure for a panel-type display device. Chen 
discloses an attachable frame for flat panel displays. Mylar discloses a TV screen cover. Kohno 
discloses a screen cover opening/closing device for a TV receiver. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andy S. Rao whose telephone number is (571)-272-7337. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8 hours. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on (571)-272-7418. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Andy S. Rao 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2621 

asr 

May 28, 2006 




